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ome stagers are the people who sweep through
homes going on the market and make them look
uncluttered and cozy without a huge investment of
time or money. © What's their secret? © Stagers have

of design and organizing tricks that be

Why put your home in its :.:‘amummhsmmm::nq
best light for someone else look to make a house or condo desirable to poteatial
to love? Pros reveal six !::"w"" ""::r’" mm “::: practical
tricks to make a perfect o M""M"* Rt et SR s o

spaoe—allforyou everything. They remove things. They group like items together, rearrange
bookcases, toss out lumpy pillows and frame children’s artwork previously
sy Jusa Koncrus  Danging from magnets on the fridge. They might gather all your scattered
framed family photos, edit them and display them on one shelf or tabletop. *
Here are six ideas from four local stagers to get you started on an intervention
. .in your own home.
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middle of the room” Replacing chunky, mésmatched
nightstands, she installed matching pedestal
nightstands, reusing the existing crackled-glass lamps.
She put a pair of framed European prints over the bed as
a focal point. “Tt feels calm in here now," Whitmore says.
“It's the retreat everyone is looking for”
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Homes joins staff writer Jura Konchus for cur wookly
onling Q&A on decorating and household advice, Submin
questions at washingtonoost.comyhome.
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business from a variety of professions,
decorating,

stager's imventory, Stagees charge by the
howr (about $75 10 $200) or by the job, which
would Inchude fees for renting furmiture,

Roslyn Ashford, of Ra RuDoes
Rooms, & Siver Speing home
staging firm, started her
business in 2004 after taking &
‘design course by Lawr Ward,
the founder of Use What You
Hawe Intenors. Astiord s quick 10 emphasize
the importance of the purge in the staging
PrOOESS. “We 20 through owr clothes closots
more frequontly than we 4o the other stuff in
our homes,” she says. “When you'veo lived
or 20 yoars, you hive to do-

 chutter all the Fooms on o reguinr basis.”

.MUMMW”N&
wish I'd dono this three yoars ago, Then |
coulkd harve eryoyed it mysedt.’ * McCaftay,
e mary stagors, Koops o warehouse full of
furniture and sccessories she can dp Into.

planters, She hunts down Soup tureens from
clogets and fils them with hydeangeas for the
dining room. She s also in the middie of her
Own de-ciuttonng project, holding a sale st
her Kensingion warehouse Sept. 6 1o cloar
out sofas, chairs, tables, pilows and lemps
she's used in projects. Detais of the sale are

On her she. www Aeligpnteriordesign com.

Tyler Whitmere has owned
Bothesda staging and design
firm Ta-da! Homes since 2008,

€9 10 every room in the house and "think bke
you're going to sell the house, even # you're
not.” She has a consignment store, Tyler
Whitmere intencrs in Kensington, where she
can 508 plecas her clients no longer need.
wwwiadstomescom. .

Many homeowners

1o gut their bathrooms. So to update
them, she swears by Miracle Method, a service that
sprays an acrylic, usually

franchise,
surface refinishing costs about §1,900. You can add a
new vanity, a medicine cabinet and hardware for an
additional charge. New floor tiles can be laid on top of
existing tile. And then you don't have to hunt for yellow
and black towels or shower curtains.




Adopling a pro’s view
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LALRA MOCWVTREY
Give the front door an unexpected color, and consider carrying
it into the room it opens up to, professional stagers say.

MAKE A GOOD FIRSTIMPRESSION

Your froat door and shutters welcome poople to your home
and should be painted regularly to look fresh and polished.
Front doors are traditionally painted colors such as glossy black,
barn red, forest green or white. Whitmore also likes the idea of
painting the froat door in a color that will hint at what is inside.

McCaffrey is fond of giving the front door an unexpected
codor. She encourages clients not to match the colors of shutters
and front doors. In one project on a brick Colonal in
Washington's American University Park neighborhood, she
found a front door and shutters both painted a sage green.
McCaffrey chase a darker green to paint the shutters so that
they stand out.
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Kelley Proxmire had carpet cut specifically to fit the space in her own dining room, making it look
larger. Proxmire uses lots of green plants in her work, and Is adamant that they look healthy,

UPGRADE RUGS

1f your rug needs replacement, doa't just
buy a standard 8-by-10 or 9-by-12 and plop it
into your room. Kelley Proxmire, a Bethesda
interior designer who added staging to ber
design business in 2009, suggests buying a
wool remnant and getting it cut to perfectly fit
your space. She often finds a good selection at
Carpet Palace in Bethesda. She likes to have
carpet stzed to fit around fireplace hearths or
bay windows. This makes your room look
bigger and neater, she says. If yon can't afford
new carpet, use small Oriental or area rugs you
might have stashed in a closet or basement on
top of an existing rug to personalize your look.

Layering a small rug in front of a sofa can be an -

especially smart idea if kids eat snacks there.

GIVEYOUR HOUSEPLANTS

rosemary

eneryy of a room. Yet many people seem to
be running plant hospitals, Proxmire says.
*1 see forlorn sticks in dusty old pots
scattered all over the place.” she says.
Proxmire advises looking over your plants
on a regular basis; she does it every Sunday.
“Be brutally honest. If the plant really
doesn't look great, get rid of it” She st
totally heartless: She has created an orchid
revival area on a deep windowsill in her
home, behind some indoor shutters, where
she can keep an eye on dormant orchids
without patting them on public view.

SEPARATE MATCHING SETS
OF FURNITURE

*Lots of people go to a furniture
store and buy matching sofas and
Joveseats and put them in their living
rooms,” sxys Roslyn Ashford of Ra
Redoes Rooms, a Silver Spring

forever” Ashford says many
Washington living rooms aren't big
enough for two sofas, and a loveseat
rarely is sat on by more than one
person. She often replaces a bulky
plece with a chair that takes up bess
space and makes the room seem
larger. In bedrooms, Ashford finds
sets of masching massive wooden
beds, side tables and dressers. Bight-
drawer chests with mirrors are often
Jammed into a corner. “Most
bedrooms can’t support that much
furniture. Take the chest and put it in
a hallway, dining room or an office, or
any room you need storage” She
suggests putting 2 small dresser in a
bedroom closet to save floor space.

RO YN A 0RO

Roslyn Ashford finds that many people have too much
furniture crammsed into small rooms. A rehabbed Shaw
rowhouse that she staged illustrates how using a simple

Jrakooonstweashoost com chadr or two is a better idea than a heavy loveseal.




