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Built in 1907, the house is designed |
. to take in the views, from the glass-. ‘4% \,
“walled sunroom thatstretches the &, i
“Wwitth of the house toii‘he patioin ~ "

fron\rpf it. Améw screened parch to

the far iéft adds another dimension

of putdoor living to the mix.
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Kelley Proxmire decorates a home on the bay to take
advantage of sweeping water views

By Julie Sanders
Photography by Kip Dawkins

Kelley
Proxmire
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* Proxmire painted the pilla

 sitting room crisp white, including ——

.b;uwgggwsm with white
- upholstered cushions, in orderto

fabric from Schumac
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ocated in the sleepy ressdential en
clave of Shady Side on the bay just
south of Annapolis, the peninsula
of McKinley Point yiekds panoramic
views from three sides for home-
owners hucky enough to live along
the waterfront.

Since moving into their home on Mary-
land’s West River in June 2012, a couple
with grown children has been among the
lucky ones. They already had a property in
Shady Side when they fell in love with the
white clapboard house with prime views on
more than five acres. “We were supposed
to be downsizing " laughs the wife, a li-
brarian. “But waterfront property was hard
10 pass up.”

She and her husband, an attorey, also
had a house in the Wesley Heights neigh-
borhood of DC, where they spend much of
their time as both maintain carcers in the
District. Smitten with their find, they decd
ed to sell their landlocked Shady Side home
and their DC home and make the water-
front abode their full-time residence. They
also bought a Washington town house that
comes in handy on nights when work keeps
them in the aity.

Built by German imanigrants in 1907, their
newly acquired five-bedroom, four-and-a
half-bath home had its quirks. As was cus
tomary for the period, its original main entry
faced the water—not the road. When pre
vious owners shifted the entry to the street
side, the one-time entry foyer—complete
with its original pillars—became a sitting
area. Later, when a C-shaped porch was built
around it, the pillared room was enclosed in
glass. Eventually, the porch was also glassed
in. Now a sitting room and sunroom respec-
tively, both spaces make ideal spots for the
family to gather and enjoy views of the bay.

Today, visitors approach the house via a
drive bordered on once side by a pool and
outbuildings housing a three-car garage,
guesthouse and pool house. The front door
opens to a wide hallway flanked by twin
parors (now the family and living rooms).
At the end of the hall, the vista beckons
through the sitting room. The sunroom
houses the dining room, a sitting area that

intenor Desigr: Kelloy Prowrere, Kelloy lntenor
Deson. Bethesca, Maryena
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Proxmire left the windows unadorned or framed in treatments that
“finish the rooms without obstructing the views."

opens 10 a patio and a play arca for grand A porch that was later eaclosed in glass, the sunroom (abeve) hewses casual seating and dining areas.
kids when they visit. A path leads out to the m*uwﬂ-wmmum'm“miumh
dock where the couple’s boat is moored from Chisa Seas in a more casual style, covered in fabric from Cowtan & Tout.

The house was kst renovated in 1984 : I3
Since then, “it was maintained but not deco- % ~
rated,” says the wife. She and her hushand 0 I ¥
tapped Kelley Proamize for the job of updat hg g
ing and making it foel like home. For the de-
signer, who has decorated four other homes
for the couple over the years, this was an
easy task. “Kelley really knows us and knows
cverything we have,” comments the wife

The goal was to kghten the dark, dated
interiors while emphasizing dramatic water
views. Proxomire chose a palette of cream and
white with blue and green accents to con-
nect the interiors with the outdoors. Whale
she recarpeted the floors throughout, she
left the windows unadomed or framed in
treatments that “finish the rooms without
obstructing the views.”

She worked with the unconventional con-
figuration of the sitting room and sunroom,
sclecting fabrics and white-painted or wicker
pieces that lighten both spaces. “1 wanted it
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white with blue and green accents,” she says
of the sitting room, which is a focal point for
guests entering the house, “This way your
cye doesn’t stop, but continues to the view.”

Throughout the house, Proxmire repur-
posed furniture and artwork from the cou-
ple’s former residences to convey a fresh,
new vibe. Sofas and chairs have been re-
upholstered and occasional chairs painted
white and recovered. “It's fun to repur-
pose,” the designer says. “I love the chal-
lenge of moving things around to create
something new.”

Upstairs, a master bedroom and renovated
bath share space with a home office and two
guestrooms, one of which Proxmire beauti
fully appointed in lavender and white. Two
more bedrooms occupy the third floor. To
one side of the house is a screened porch.
“We lived out here all summer,” observes
the wife. “No matter how hot it gets, there’s

2 abways a breeze off the water.” 3
A Carleton V tabric aderns an antique chair in the liviag room (10p, left). In the upstairs geestroom 3
(sop, right). Proxmire combined lavender and crisp white 1o create an inviting. romastic vide. The ) ) —
dock (above) supports a twe-story stracture where the owners can relax and enjoy the feel of being Photographer Kip Diwsins is based in

on the water. Their boat is moored beside it Riclmond, Virgima,



